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What is organic? 

ÅkǔόǈϔģϔŬƚƇűǈǔűĿϔǈǺǈǔŌƏϔǀģǔŬŌǀϔǔŬģƑϔģƑϔ
exchange from prohibited inputs to those 
approved for organic production.

ÅOrganic is the most regulated, scrutinized, 
and transparent farm -to-table food 
system in the world. 



Benefits of Organic
Environmental

- Mitigates climate 
change

- Conserves natural 
resources

- Supports Biodiversity

Economic
- Growing demand
- Higher price point
- Completive yields
- Creating jobs
- Reducing poverty 

rates

Social
- Protects public 

health
- Safety for 

farmworkers
- Nutritious foods
- Secure food supply



Organic 
Timeline

1973

CCOF Founded

Grassroots, farmer led, 
mostly volunteer

1990

California State Organic Law

2002

Federal Standards & accreditation Creation of USDA 
Organic (NOP)

2026

6+% of National Food Market  
$80Bn in sales
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What do you know about certified organic agriculture?

Land Use History
Planting stock and fertility
Pest Management
Production Practices
Materials and the National List
Record Keeping 



What does it take to be a certified organic wine? 

Transition
What comes 

onto the 
farm

What leaves 
the farm

Processing


