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2025 Vintage at a Glance 

A tasting room reference for staff 
 

     SEASON BY SEASON 

WINTER 
A dry start, then 
February delivered 
nearly 11 inches in a 
single month. Reservoirs 
filled, soils recharged, 
and growers shifted 
focus from drought to 
drainage. 

SPRING 
Cool and gradual. 
Budbreak arrived near 
normal. Crews had extra 
runway to prepare vines 
before consistent 
sunshine returned by 
mid-May. 

SUMMER 
Cooler than usual — one 
of the coolest in recent 
memory. June and July 
saw few days above 
90°F, slowing ripening 
and extending hang 
time. 

HARVEST 
A steady September, 
then early October rain 
compressed picking into 
a short window. Fruit 
was in excellent shape 
before the rain hit, and 
crews moved fast. 

 
 

KEY TALKING POINTS WITH GUESTS 
● Exceptional freshness and acidity. The cooler-than-normal summer slowed ripening gradually, preserving natural 

acidity in the fruit. Cool nights through September locked that in. The result is wines with bright, lively structure 
built for aging. 

● Even, unhurried ripening. Because the summer stayed cool, grapes had more time to develop full, complex 
flavors without heat stress pushing them along too fast. That’s a real quality advantage. 

● No sunburn on the grapes. Morning fog lingered later than usual during harvest and kept daytime temperatures 
moderate, protecting fruit through the critical final weeks. 

● A compressed harvest that worked out. October rain forced a fast pick across the valley, but Napa growers were 
ready. The fruit was already at optimal flavor and chemistry before the weather changed. 

● Strong across the whole valley. Growing conditions were consistent from appellation to appellation, so 2025 is 
broadly a high-quality vintage regardless of where the fruit was grown. 

● Real farming was required. The cool summer created conditions favorable for powdery mildew in some blocks. 
Growers who stayed attentive had excellent results. It was not a hands-off year. 

 
 FOR STAFF AWARENESS 

The Pickett fire in August produced smoke that affected some Napa Valley growers. If a guest asks about smoke taint in 
2025 wines, defer to your winery’s team for a specific answer about your fruit. The fire was contained relatively quickly and 
did not affect the entire valley uniformly. 

 


