SEASON BY SEASON

WINTER

Steady, average rainfall
through January and
February. Soil profiles
recharged well and
growers entered spring
with cautious optimism
after the cooler, wetter
challenges of 2023.

2024 Vintage at a Glance

A tasting room reference for staff

SPRING

Budbreak arrived near
historical norms. Cool, wet
conditions lingered into
early May, then consistent
sunshine returned mid-
month. Bloom was smooth
and even across the valley.

KEY TALKING POINTS WITH GUESTS

SUMMER

Warmer than 2023 by 13%
in growing degree days. An
intense heat event in late
June/early July tested
vineyards, but well-
managed canopies
protected fruit. Mid-
summer then settled into
ideal ripening conditions.
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HARVEST

Labor Day started harvest
under clear skies. An early
October heatwave
compressed four weeks of
picking into two. By mid-
October the season was
wrapped, with rain on
Halloween marking a
decisive close.

e A welcome return to classic Napa conditions. After the cool, challenging 2023 season, 2024 delivered the warm,

steady ripening conditions that Napa Valley is known for.

e A heat spike in late June, handled well. Temperatures reached 114°F in Calistoga and 110°F in Oakville during a
brief but intense early-season heat event. Well-managed canopies across the valley shielded fruit and maintained

vine health.

e Textbook mid-summer ripening. After the July heat, conditions moderated beautifully. Warm days, cool nights,
and no prolonged stress events gave vines six weeks of near-ideal conditions to build complexity and flavor.

e A fast but decisive harvest. An early October heatwave compressed picking into roughly two weeks. Growers
moved quickly and efficiently, and the tight window did not compromise quality, it simply required precision.

e Strong parallels to benchmark vintages. The season finished with similarities to 2022, 2017, and 1996 —
vintages widely recognized for producing wines of depth, balance, and longevity.

e More warmth than 2023, but not without nuance. While 2024 ran hotter overall, August was actually cooler
than average thanks to a cold front from the Gulf of Alaska. That break gave fruit extra time to develop
complexity before the October push.

FOR STAFF AWARENESS

The most intense heat of 2024 came unusually early — late June rather than midsummer. If guests ask about heat damage or
fruit quality during that period, the short answer is well-managed vineyards fared fine. Canopy management was the
difference-maker. Defer to your winery team for specific details about how your fruit was affected.
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