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Governance-Nominated NVG Directors 

(Term to begin January 2026)  

    Heather Phillips 
Heather Phillips serves as Partner at Vine Hill Ranch, the distinguished Oakville AVA estate that has been in the 
Phillips family for three generations. Rooted in a lineage of viticulture that dates to the late 19th century, Vine Hill 
Ranch sits on 600 acres (70 planted to Cabernet Sauvignon) and has long been revered as a grower’s vineyard 
supplying Napa’s elite producers.  

Heather provides leadership alongside her husband, Bruce, embracing the responsibility of stewarding the land, 
the craft, and the legacy. As part of the family team, she has helped elevate the estate’s transition from supplying 
fruit to shaping an estate-bottled expression of place—a project she says, “made us better farmers.” 

Beyond her role at VHR, Heather has made significant contributions to the broader Napa Valley viticulture 
community. She has been a critical contributor to the Harvest STOMP eAuction Committee of the Napa Valley 
Grapegrowers, applying her experience in grower-led excellence and collaborative engagement to help raise vital 
funds supporting both growers and farm workers across the region. 

In all facets of her work, Heather embodies the values of stewardship, innovation, and community. She and the 
Vine Hill Ranch team remain focused on farming in a way that honors the vineyard’s place on the Mayacamas 
bench, the generational role of land-care, and the craft of viticulture … all while contributing to the vitality of Napa 
Valley’s wine-growing future. 
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  Maya Dalla Valle 
Maya Dalla Valle is the Winemaker at her family’s acclaimed Oakville estate, Dalla Valle Vineyards. Born and raised 
on the property, Maya represents the next generation of Napa Valley winegrowing, carrying forward her family’s 
legacy of crafting world-class Cabernet Sauvignon while championing innovation and sustainability in the vineyard. 

After earning a Master’s in Viticulture and Enology from Cornell University and a Master of Business and Science in 
Vineyard and Winery Management from Bordeaux Sciences Agro in France, Maya refined her craft at esteemed 
estates including Ornellaia, Château Pétrus, and Château Latour before returning home to join Dalla Valle in 2017. 
Today, she leads the estate’s winemaking and viticulture programs, advancing regenerative and organic farming 
practices that reflect her deep respect for the land and its future. 

Beyond her role at Dalla Valle Vineyards, Maya serves on the Napa Valley Grapegrowers’ Vineyard Policy 
Committee, where she contributes her perspective as a grower and winemaker to support science-based, 
collaborative approaches to policy and land stewardship. 

 

  Alan Viader  

Alan serves as Owner, Winemaker & Director of Vineyard Operations at Viader Vineyards & Winery, perched on the 
steep, rocky slopes of the newly christened Crystal Springs Appellation in Napa Valley. A third-generation 
viticulturalist, Alan has devoted his life to preserving his family’s legacy, elevating site-specific winemaking, and 
championing sustainable vineyard practices. 

Alan’s vineyard education began early — he started working at Viader at age 9, spending summers and weekends 
planting vines, clearing rock, and racking wine in the cellar.  After formal studies in viticulture and enology, he 
became Vineyard Manager in 2002 and assumed the role of lead Winemaker in 2006.  

Under Alan’s leadership, Viader has continued to refine its reputation for powerful, terroir-driven wines crafted in 
harmony with the land. He has embraced innovative farming practices, including organic, biodynamic, and 
regenerative methods. He remains committed to reducing the vineyard’s carbon footprint and maintaining the 
long-term health of the estate. Beyond his winemaking and farming responsibilities, Alan is active in the 
community as a trained volunteer firefighter and member of local search-and-rescue efforts, demonstrating his 
belief that stewardship of the land and service to the community go hand-in-hand.  
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  Nate Weis 

A Napa Valley native, Nate Weis grew up surrounded by vineyards, barrels, and a deep respect for the craft of 
winemaking. The son of a winemaker, Nate’s early exposure to the cellar sparked a lifelong passion for wine—
though he briefly considered careers in aviation and firefighting before earning a degree in biopsychology and 
neuroscience. 

After graduation, Nate took his first harvest job as a “cellar rat” at Groth Vineyards & Winery. The hands-on 
experience confirmed his calling, leading him to pursue a master’s degree in viticulture and enology and to gain 
global harvest experience in Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand. 

Since then, Nate has built a distinguished career across some of Napa’s most respected estates. Before joining 
Beaulieu Vineyard as Senior Winemaker and General Manager, he spent over a decade guiding the winemaking 
teams at Silver Oak, Twomey, and OVID Napa Valley. Today, he leads one of Napa’s most historic wineries into a 
new era—bridging tradition with innovation and championing sustainable, vineyard-first practices. 


